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MINUTES 

Of the Regular Meeting, of 

The Claiborne Parish Police Jury 

10:00 a.m. 

September 10, 2025 

Police Jury Chambers 

507 West Main Street 

Homer, LA 71040 

 

The Claiborne Parish Police Jury met in regular session in the Jury Chambers of the Claiborne 

Parish Police Jury Complex, located at 507 West Main Street in Homer, LA at 10:00 a.m. on the 

10th of September 2025, on being called to order by President Scott Davidson, the following 

jurors were present: 

 

Larry Ford, Mark Furlow, Kevin Gray, Mary McDaniel, Paul Cook, Scott Davidson, Gil Dowies, 

and Willie Young. 

 

District Seven Juror Joseph Merritt, Jr. and District Eight Juror Malcom Cooper were both absent 

due to illness.  

 

There were 19 others in attendance which included Secretary-Treasurer Dwayne R. Woodard, 

Parish Road Superintendents Brant Cupp and Chad Verdin, Coroner Dr. Mark Haynes, Claiborne 

Tax Assessor Katie Coburn,  CPSO Chief Deputy Brian Driscoll, Claiborne Parish Library 

Director Pam Suggs, Claiborne Parish Historian Wesley Harris, ANR Region Coordinator LSU 

Ag Center Lee Faulk,  LSU Extension Agent John Monzingo,  LSU Extension Agent Destiny 

Hightower, Claiborne Parish DART Director Rosalind Penegar, Claiborne ROV Mrs. Tracey 

Starkey, Mrs. Melissa Bosch and Mr. Michael Statham of Bosch & Statham CPA’s, Parish 

Digital Navigator Jerry Hillidge, Pafford EMS Director Gavin Hall, Ford Museum and Fire 

District 4 Board member Ronald Day, Mrs. Mes Willis of Homer, and Mr. Jerry Whitton of 

Homer.   

 

There was a Road Committee Meeting held at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room.   

 

President Scott Davidson called the meeting to order. 

 

The meeting was opened with a word of prayer led by Rev. Willie Young, followed by the 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Paul Cook. 

 

Upon motion by Paul Cook, duly seconded by Mark Furlow, the Jury unanimously voted to 

adopt the Regular Agenda as presented. 

 

Upon motion by Kevin Gray, duly seconded by Mary McDaniel, the Jury unanimously voted to 

amend the agenda and add the following items:   

 

1. Request from State Representative Rashid "Mon" Young, in an email received on 

September 9, 2025, requesting that the Jury appoint Sheriff Sam Dowies to the newly 

created Claiborne Parish Airport District. 

2. Introduction of Ordinance No. 808 —An Ordinance to Authorize an Act of Sale of 

Adjudicated Parcel #9500024311 by Public Auction 

Upon motion by Rev. Willie Young, duly seconded by Gil Dowies, the Jury unanimously 

approved the following consent agenda:                                

Consent Agenda   

 

1. Approval of August 6, 2025, regular meeting minutes as published in the Official Journal. 

 

2. Payment of the August 2025 bills as approved by the Claims Committee. 
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3. Request from the Claiborne Parish School Board, in a letter dated August 18, 2025, 

requesting assistance from the Police Jury with a bus turnaround located on Jesse Street 

in Haynesville. 

 

4. Request from the Claiborne Parish Fair Board, in a letter received August 7, 2025, 

requesting their 2025 budgeted amount of $4,000 for the support of the Claiborne Parish 

Fair to be held the week of October 16-18 and to be included in the 2026 budget for the 

same amount. 

 

At this time President Davidson requested that the Jury address the two items added to the 

agenda – 

 

Upon motion by Kevin Gray, duly seconded by Larry Ford, the Jury voted unanimously to 

appoint Sheriff Sam Dowies to the newly created Claiborne Parish Airport District. 

 

Upon motion of Gil Dowies, duly seconded by Kevin Gray, the Jury voted unanimously to 

introduce Proposed Ordinance No. 808 – An Ordinance to Authorize an Act of Sale of 

Adjudicated Parcel #9500024311 by Public Auction. This ordinance will be acted upon during 

the regular meeting scheduled for October 8, 2025. 

 

Regular Agenda 

 

President Scott Davidson reminded everyone that all Parish Employees are required to complete 

one (1) hour of ethics training by December 31, 2025. 

 

President Scott Davidson also reminded everyone that one (1) hour of Preventing Sexual 

Harassment training is required to be completed by December 31, 2025, by all parish employees 

– Department Heads and Jury Officers have a two (2) hour training requirement. 

 

Secretary-Treasurer Dwayne R. Woodard announced that the training session for all Parish 

employees and District board members for both hours will be held on Monday, September 15, 

2025, at Claiborne Parish Library at 9:00 am. This will include both hours, the first for 

employees, the second hour that is required for officers, supervisors and department heads. 

 

President Scott Davidson read aloud a notice that the Claiborne Parish Police Jury will sit as a 

Board of Review for the 2025 tax roll for a 15-day period beginning September 2, 2025, and 

ending September 16, 2025.  The hearing date for the Board of Review will be Wednesday, 

September 10, 2025, at 10:00 am in the Jury Chambers of the CPPJ Administration Building 

located at 507 West Main St., Homer, LA  71040. 

 

President Scott Davidson read aloud a notice that the CPPJ has called a hearing to request input 

from the public about its annual plan to discuss the Mission, Goal, and Objectives of the Section 

8 Housing Assistance Programs administered by the CPPJ.  The hearing will be held on Tuesday, 

September 16, 2025, at 1:00 pm in the conference room of the Claiborne Parish Police Jury 

Administrative Building located at 507 West Main St., in Homer, LA.   

 

President Scott Davidson announced that the Bossier Parish Police Jury is hosting the Region IV 

PJAL Meeting on Tuesday, October 28, 2025, at 6:00 pm at the Live Casino & Hotel in Bossier 

City.  Please see Leigh Ann to RSVP. 

 

Upon motion by Mary McDaniel, duly seconded by Larry Ford, the Jury unanimously voted to 

leave the regular meeting session and enter a Public Hearing for the 2025 Board of Review. 

 

At this time, Claiborne Assessor Katie Coburn presented the assessed property values for the 

2025 property tax rolls.  The total Assessed Value of property in Claiborne Parish for the tax 

year 2025 is $142,999,050 of which $20,301,394 is Homestead Exempted property. 

 

Assessor Katie Buckner stated that she has not received any formal objections to the assessments 

by phone, email, or in person reported to her office. Secretary-Treasurer Dwayne Woodard stated 

there has been no challenges via email, regular mail, phone, or in person regarding the 2025 

assessments. 
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Upon motion by Kevin Gray, duly seconded by Mary McDaniel, the Jury voted to leave the 

Public Hearing for the 2025 Board of Review and return to the regular meeting of the Claiborne 

Parish Police Jury. 

 

Upon motion by Gil Dowies, duly seconded by Mark Furlow, the Jury unanimously accepted the 

assessed property values for the 2025 property tax rolls. 

 

At this time, Mr. Michael Statham and Mrs. Melissa Bosch of Bosch and Statham CPAs 

presented the Claiborne Parish 2025 Audit Report and AUP’s.  Mrs. Melissa Bosch stated that 

the Parish has a clean opinion on their audit report.  There was one (1) one finding in the OEP 

portion of the report, but it is not considered a major finding and OEP is in the process of 

correcting the problem.     

 

Upon motion by Gil Dowies, duly seconded by Paul Cook, the Jury unanimously approved the 

Official Notice of the 2025 Annual Survey of the Parish Voting Precincts containing less than 

300 Registered Voters as per Election Code RS 18:532 (4a) was received on August 14, 2025, 

Secretary-Treasurer Woodard requests permission to the surveys as required by RS 18:532 (b) 

and submit them to the Secretary of State’s Office on behalf of the Claiborne Parish Police Jury.  

Secretary-Treasurer Woodard stated we have no precincts that are required to be consolidated at 

this time.   

 

Upon motion by Kevin Gray, duly seconded by Larry Ford, the Jury unanimously accepted and 

awarded the lowest qualified, duly advertised bid on the purchase of a New 4 x 4 Crew Cab 

w/Flatbed for use by the Hwy Department to Brown Crysler Dodge of Minden in the amount of 

$77,466. 

 

Upon motion by Paul Cook, duly seconded by Mary McDaniel, the Jury unanimously accepted 

and awarded the RFQ for Engineering Services for the Parish-Wide Generator Project (GOHSEP 

Project) to Cothren, Graff, Smoak Engineer Services of Shreveport.  Secretary-Treasurer 

Woodard stated that the committee graded each company, all of which were equally qualified, 

however, due to Cothren, Graff and Smoak already being familiarity with our parish, they were 

chosen.   

 

There were no recommendations from the Road Committee. 

 

At this time, President Scott Davidson presented the proposed list of individuals recommended to 

be nominated to fill the Claiborne Parish Tourism Board.  This will be acted upon in the October 

meeting. These are the individuals – Amanda Sandersof Haynesville, Ashley Buckner of Athens, 

Jack Hightower of Lake Claiborne, Mary Hamil with Main Street Homer, Mary McDaniel of 

Haynesville, Morris Shelton of Homer, and Sherry Aielo of Honey’s on the Square. 

 

Upon motion by Kevin Gray, duly seconded by Mary McDaniel, the Jury unanimously approved 

the request from the Claiborne Parish Library Board requesting the Police Jury to petition the La 

State Bond Commission for approval to secure financing for the construction of the new Joe 

Webb Memorial Library at 1860 Main Street, Haynesville, LA in the amount of $1,500,000. 

 

Parish Coroner Dr. Mark Haynes gave his monthly report.  The Coroner’s Office had a total of 

16 deaths: (7) ER/hospice, (0) other facilities, (8) on scene requiring no autopsy, (1) requiring 

autopsy, (0) CMMC, and (1) CEC. 

 

Dr. Mark gave a brief update on the CMMC. He stated that there was a slight resurgence in 

COVID being scene, but most cases were mild in nature.  The annual flu vaccine is fixing to be 

available at the local clinics and pharmacies. He also stated that the census at the hospital was 

brisk and the staff was busy. 

 

******************************************************************************  

 

ITEM #28 – September 10, 2025 – AGENDA 

 

SECRETARY-TREASURER – UPDATE ON GRANTS AND OTHER ITEMS 

 

 



 

 

4 

1. LGAP Projects –  

 

Claiborne Parish Police Jury 

FY2022-2023 LGAP Grant 

Amount $100,000 

Project – Roof rehab/repair CPPJ Admin Building 

Status – Bids received and accepted – Brazos Industries was awarded the bid. 

Construction is completed as of 11/4/2024. Certificate of completion filed and recorded. 

Preparing reimbursement for submittal to the State and working on close-out documents. 

 

Claiborne Parish Police Jury 

FY2023-2024 LGAP Grant 

Amount $62,500 

Project – Purchase of John Deere Tractor w/Loader 

Status – awarded on September 18, 2024 – completed contract received from the State. 

The tractor has been delivered, and bush-hog has been purchased. 

 

2. CWEF Projects - 

 

Pinehill Water System 

FY2020-2021 CWEF Grant 

Amount - $21,225 

Project – Water line extension E D White Road area 

Status – Contract signed and approved by the State. (Seeking additional funding) 

 

South Claiborne Water System 

FT2022-2023 CWEF Grant 

Amount - $100,000 

Project – Owens Booster Station Project (Hwy 146) 

Status – Contract received and approved by the State. Project construction is completed 

as of 10/31/2024. Certificate of completion filed and recorded. Preparing reimbursement 

for submittal to the State and working on close-out documents 

 

3. Sales Tax Collections for July 2025 – net of $53,616 from gross collections of $54,990 

Net sales tax collections for June 2025 – $93,000 – decrease $-39,384 (-42.35%)   

Net sales tax collections for July 2024 - $77,073 – decrease $-23,457 (-30.43%) 

  

4. Cash position on August 31, 2025 - $10,646,340 

Cash position on July 31, 2025 - $11,109,076 (decrease of $-462,736) 

Cash position on August 31, 2024 - $10,880,201 (decrease of $-233,861) 

 

See Deposit Balances by Institution for breakdown on August 31, 2025 – 

 

5. Total Receipts for the month of August 2025 – $82,809 

 

6. Upcoming important dates and meetings –  

 
9/15 – Prevention of Sexual Harassment Training at Library 

9/25 – CPHSD#3 Board Meeting 

9/25 – Watershed District Meeting 

9/29 – Tentative date for committee meetings – if needed 

9/29 – Claiborne Parish Library Board of Control Meeting 

10/1 – Agenda items due for 10/8 meeting 

10/8 – October meeting 

10/28 – Region 4 Meeting – LIVE Casino in Bossier City (RSVP) 

 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

Additional Public Comments: 

 



 

 

5 

Claiborne Parish 4-H Agent Destiny Hightower thanked the Police Jury, Fair Board and LSU Ag 

Center for their support of projects within the Parish.  Mrs. Hightower stated that she left 

information out front on the table of the events coming up with the LSU Ag Center and 4-H. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

Upon motion by Mary McDaniel, duly seconded by Paul Cook, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

____________________________    _____________________________ 

Dwayne R. Woodard                 Scott Davidson 

Secretary–Treasurer                                               President 


